
Erection of a small porch at No 8 Handside Green, Welwyn Garden City, Herts AL8 6SQ

Appeal against refusal by Estates Management (13/8/2020) 

I wish to appeal against this decision for two reasons:

1) Because I feel I need a porch for shelter against the rain when unlocking my front door.  It’s 

difficult to manage an umbrella and your keys when unlocking the front door, especially when you 

have two locks (for security, as I now live on my own).  At my rather advanced age, I find I invariably 

drop my keys!  

2) Because in my personal opinion the way we have designed the porches at number 8 and 

number 9 Handside Green does not in any way contravene Policy EM1 of the Estates Management 

Scheme. I very much support the Estates Management Scheme in upholding the design and 

harmony of the houses in Handside Green as well as elsewhere, but I feel that the porch as designed 

below enhances the look of the design while respecting the design values of the property and the 

whole street scene.

We have specifically designed the porches to be innocuous and in keeping with the frontage of the 

houses in Handside Green, and in particular with the longstanding porch at number 2 Handside 

Green. When we bought our house 28 years ago, the porch at number 2 was just there, and 

certainly we never – not then, or since – thought it adversely affected the street scene in Handside 

Green. To show what the porches would look like, we have commissioned an ‘artist’s impression’ of 

the porches, as shown here.  It has been designed in matching brick and to blend in with the house 

design and the street scene:

Only a few of our neighbours (on either side of our two houses, plus number 4 which is vacant) were 

consulted by the EMS as to whether they had any objection to our little porches, and strangely not 

the two neighbours most affected, i.e. number 2 and number 3 directly facing number 9 and number 

8, so we used the artist’s impression to explain to our neighbours what we were hoping for, and to 



canvas their opinions about the EMS ruling.  This is the questionnaire from the neighbour directly 

opposite my own house: 

None of our neighbours who live in houses of the same design objected.  In fact they strongly 

support our wish to have these porches erected.  No one thought that it was correct that the new 



porches would in any way have a ‘detrimental impact on the values and amenities or the property 

and street scene’.  Certainly house prices have never been to be negatively affected. Most people 

did not actually notice the new porches, which was good news to us, as we had them designed to 

blend in with the current frontage.

Additionally, I believe that the amenities would be improved, not just for me when unlocking my 

front door, but for the neighbours, friends and delivery people who have to wait in the rain for the 

doorbell to be answered.  Nearly all the houses in Welwyn Garden City have a porch for this same

reason, and the desire to be shielded from the rain in Handside Green goes back a long way.   Here is 

a photo of Number 10 Handside Green from very soon after the houses were built in 1922, where a 

wooden porch has been added:



When researching the history of porches being added to houses of our design in Handside Green, I 

came across this statement:

The overall aim of the District Plan for Welwyn Hatfield is to make development more sustainable to 

improve the quality of people’s lives.

(Planning document from 2012 in relation to the porch added to 2 The Quadrangle (same house 

design as mine).)

I hope very much that you can agree with me that a porch would indeed be a way to improve the 

quality of my life, by providing shelter from the rain outside my own house, and accept our proposal.

Many thanks for your consideration,

Della Parrish




